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unless the account holder is located in Cuba 
and is engaging in authorized transactions. 
The account(s) may be maintained but not 
accessed while the account holder is located 
outside of Cuba other than for the purpose of 
funding or closing the bank account as au-
thorized in paragraph (c)(6). 

(d) Nothing in paragraphs (c)(2), 
(c)(3), and (c)(6)(i) of this section au-
thorizes a direct financial transaction 
prohibited by § 515.209, and nothing in 
paragraph (c)(2) of this section author-
izes the lodging, paying for lodging, or 
otherwise making any reservation for 
or on behalf of a third party to lodge, 
at any property on the Cuba Prohibited 
Accommodations List to the extent 
prohibited by § 515.210, in each case if 
the terms of the applicable general or 
specific license expressly exclude such 
a transaction. 

(e) A blocked Cuban national perma-
nently resident in Cuba who is depart-
ing the United States may carry cur-
rency as follows: 

(1) The amount of any currency 
brought into the United States by the 
Cuban national and registered with 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
upon entry; 

(2) Funds received as remittances 
pursuant to § 515.570 by the Cuban na-
tional during his or her stay in the 
United States; and 

(3) Salaries or other compensation 
earned by the Cuban national up to any 
amount that can be substantiated 
through payment receipts as author-
ized in § 515.571(a)(5). 

(f) Nothing in this section authorizes 
transactions in connection with tourist 
travel to Cuba. 

NOTE 1 TO § 515.560: Each person relying on 
the general authorization in this section 
must retain specific records related to the 
authorized travel transactions. See §§ 501.601 
and 501.602 of this chapter for applicable rec-
ordkeeping and reporting requirements. 

NOTE 2 TO § 515.560: This section authorizes 
the provision of health insurance-, life insur-
ance-, and travel insurance-related services 
to authorized travelers, as well as the receipt 
of emergency medical services and the mak-
ing of payments related thereto. 

NOTE 3 TO § 515.560: The export or reexport 
to Cuba of goods (including software) or 
technology subject to the Export Adminis-
tration Regulations (15 CFR parts 730 

through 774) may require separate authoriza-
tion from the Department of Commerce. 

[64 FR 25814, May 13, 1999, as amended at 66 
FR 36688, July 12, 2001; 68 FR 14146, Mar. 24, 
2003; 69 FR 33771, 33773, June 16, 2004; 74 FR 
46006, Sept. 8, 2009; 76 FR 5074, Jan. 28, 2011; 
80 FR 2295, Jan. 16, 2015; 80 FR 56922, Sept. 21, 
2015; 81 FR 13992, Mar. 16, 2016; 81 FR 71376, 
Oct. 17, 2016; 82 FR 52000, Nov. 9, 2017; 85 FR 
60071, Sept. 24, 2020] 

§ 515.561 Family visits. 
(a) General license. Persons subject to 

the jurisdiction of the United States 
and persons traveling with them who 
share a common dwelling as a family 
with them are authorized to engage in 
the travel-related transactions set 
forth in § 515.560(c) and such additional 
transactions as are directly incident 
to: visiting a close relative, as defined 
in § 515.339, who is a national of Cuba or 
a person ordinarily resident in Cuba; or 
visiting a close relative located in 
Cuba or accompanying a close relative 
traveling to Cuba pursuant to the au-
thorizations in § 515.562 (official govern-
ment business), § 515.563 (journalistic 
activity), § 515.564(a)(1) (professional re-
search), § 515.565(a)(1)(1) through (4) and 
(6) (educational activities), § 515.566 (re-
ligious activities), § 515.575 (humani-
tarian projects), or § 515.576 (activities 
of private foundations or research or 
educational institutes). Nothing in this 
paragraph authorizes a direct financial 
transaction prohibited by § 515.209, or 
the lodging, paying for lodging, or 
making any reservation for or on be-
half of a third party to lodge, at any 
property on the Cuba Prohibited Ac-
commodations List to the extent pro-
hibited by § 515.210. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): Each person rely-
ing on the general authorization in this 
paragraph must retain specific records re-
lated to the authorized travel transactions. 
See §§ 501.601 and 501.602 of this chapter for 
applicable recordkeeping and reporting re-
quirements. 

(b) Specific licenses. Specific licenses 
may be issued on a case-by-case basis 
authorizing the travel-related trans-
actions set forth in § 515.560(c) and such 
other transactions as are related to 
family visits that do not qualify for the 
general license under paragraph (a) of 
this section. 

(c) An entire group does not qualify 
for the general license in paragraph (a) 
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of this section merely because some 
members of the group qualify individ-
ually. 

[80 FR 2295, Jan. 16, 2015, as amended at 80 
FR 56922, Sept. 21, 2015; 82 FR 52000, Nov. 9, 
2017; 85 FR 60071, Sept. 24, 2020; 87 FR 35089, 
June 9, 2022] 

§ 515.562 Official business of the U.S. 
government, foreign governments, 
and certain intergovernmental or-
ganizations. 

(a) The travel-related transactions 
set forth in § 515.560(c) and such addi-
tional transactions as are directly inci-
dent to activities in their official ca-
pacities by persons who are employees, 
contractors, or grantees of the United 
States Government, any foreign gov-
ernment, or any intergovernmental or-
ganization of which the United States 
is a member or holds observer status, 
and who are traveling on the official 
business of their government or inter-
governmental organization, are author-
ized. 

(b) All transactions otherwise prohib-
ited by this part that are for the con-
duct of the official business of the 
United States Government or of any 
intergovernmental organization of 
which the United States is a member, 
or holds observer status, by employees, 
grantees, or contractors thereof, are 
authorized. 

NOTE TO § 515.562(a) AND (b): Each person re-
lying on the general authorization in this 
paragraph must retain specific records re-
lated to the authorized travel transactions. 
For example, grantees or contractors relying 
on the authorization in this section must re-
tain a copy of their grant or contract with 
the United States Government, foreign gov-
ernment, or intergovernmental organization. 
See §§ 501.601 and 501.602 of this chapter for 
applicable recordkeeping and reporting re-
quirements. 

(c) An entire group does not qualify 
for the general license in paragraph (a) 
of this section merely because some 
members of the group qualify individ-
ually. 

(d) Specific licenses. Specific licenses 
may be issued on a case-by-case basis 
authorizing the travel-related trans-
actions set forth in § 515.560(c) and such 
other transactions as are related to of-
ficial government business that do not 

qualify for the general licenses under 
paragraph (a) or (b) of this section. 

[80 FR 2295, Jan. 16, 2015] 

§ 515.563 Journalistic activities in 
Cuba. 

(a) General license. The travel-related 
transactions set forth in § 515.560(c) and 
such additional transactions as are di-
rectly incident to journalistic activi-
ties in Cuba are authorized, provided 
that: 

(1) The traveler is at least one of the 
following: 

(i) Regularly employed as a jour-
nalist by a news reporting organiza-
tion; 

(ii) Regularly employed as supporting 
broadcast or technical personnel; 

(iii) A freelance journalist with a 
record of previous journalistic experi-
ence working on a freelance journal-
istic project; or 

(iv) Broadcast or technical personnel 
with a record of previous broadcast or 
technical experience, who are sup-
porting a freelance journalist working 
on a freelance journalistic project; and 

(2) The traveler’s schedule of activi-
ties does not include free time or recre-
ation in excess of that consistent with 
a full-time schedule. 

NOTE TO § 515.563(a): Each person relying on 
the general authorization in this paragraph 
must retain specific records related to the 
authorized travel transactions. See §§ 501.601 
and 501.602 of this chapter for applicable rec-
ordkeeping and reporting requirements. 

(b) An entire group does not qualify 
for the general license in paragraph (a) 
of this section merely because some 
members of the group qualify individ-
ually. 

(c) Certain travel-related transactions 
restricted. Nothing in paragraph (a) of 
this section authorizes the lodging, 
paying for lodging, or making any res-
ervation for or on behalf of a third 
party to lodge, at any property on the 
Cuba Prohibited Accommodations List 
to the extent prohibited by § 515.210. 

(d) Specific licenses. Specific licenses 
may be issued on a case-by-case basis 
authorizing the travel-related trans-
actions set forth in § 515.560(c) and such 
other transactions as are related to 
journalistic activity in Cuba that do 
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